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‘DuPont settlement a S|gn of true corporate power

Now that the results of
DuPont’s settlement of a class
~action lawsuit are becoming
. more clear, the results look
_like a blip on the radar for the

company.

Every time an area resident
chose to take a cash payout
without also signing up for
medical monitoring tests,
DuPont accountants had to
smile.

A real cost to the eompany

isn’t in a $400 payout. It comes,
instead, in preventative check-
ups for reSIdents for vears to
come,

DuPont’s lawyers wanted
the payout, and it’s clear now
why they did. Even though it
wasn't an either/or proposi-
tion, many residents opted for
the money and chose to skip
the testing. :

‘Perhaps the payouts, ina -
roundabout way, helped stem

mo;nentnm for folks signing
up for monitoring.

DuPont also won big with
its war-of attrition in
courts. The big blow to the
company d have been

ing the tens of millions of ol-
lars in punitive damages that

Du% rt of the jury’s verd:ct

nt got the

Court to pare down amount
by about $100 million. Then,
DuPont’s lawyers found an
issue that put the entire ver-

dict in doubt and that would
require a new trial focused

- solely on that topic.

They leveraged that into a

“win” by getting the class -
actlon lawyers to agree to a
settiement. There really was-
n’t much choice; even if
DuPont had lost in the new
trial, it would have set off a
whole new set of appeals that
would have put any settlement
proceeds years into the future.

Class action lawyers fared
p'%ttoﬁawell collecting millions

rs for their work. And
to be fair, they did send a mes-
sage to DuPont with their hard
efforts.

The moral of this story is
pretty clear, though.

A company that has enough
money has a huge advantage
when it comes to legal battles.

And caps put on civil dam-
ages make it that much
tougher for plaintiffs and their
lawyers to achieve change
through the judicial system.

It’s sad but appears too
often true that big companies
control the legislative and
executive branches of govern-
ment through campaign contri-
butions and lobbyists.

And they also appear to
impact America’s third branch,

'I‘Insalwayshasbemsome

. what the case in America.

But have there been many
other times in our history where
corporate powers held more
sway over the leaders of our
tountry? And, will we see
change for the better in our life-
times? There’s always hope.

Assistant Managing Editor Matt Harvey
can be reached at (304) 6261448 or
by email at mharvey@exponent-
telegram.com
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P Aoy ordered the federal
temmnmconsecéltivelymtlmuﬁ O
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M?dngan The defendant also - -Claims
will have to spend 10 years on
federal supervised release once
he's freed, Keeley ruled.
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