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Money to be used for medical momtormg plan a,s par

by Matt Harvey
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR

SPELTER — DuPont will
make an initiai payment of
about $2.8 million for the med-
ical monitoring plan that's part

of a settlement of a Harrison

County class-action lawsuit.

That amount was deter-
. mined by Harrison Cireuit
Judge Thomas A. Bedell in an
. order issued recently in the
lawsuit that stemmed from pol-
lution from the old Spelter
smelter.

Also in the order Bedell
ruled that there won't be any

baseline CT scans as part of -

the program.,
The only scans that will be
authorized and funded by

DuPont.are those that a doctor.

.deems nec-
‘essary, ac-
cording fto
Bedell’s
order.
Also, -Be-
dell |
those who
signed ‘'up to
participate

monitoring
: can’t ‘waive
their right at some point dur-
ing the 30-year program. : -

'~ The practical - impact:
Those who decide to skip test-
ing at some point in the pro-
gram will be reminded every
couple years that they still can
be part of the plan. The
reminders will come from

Bedell

+Claims Administrator Ed Gen- -

ruled

in  medical

tle and the Claims Office,

The first round of medical
monitoring. begins. a week
from today, according to Gen-
tle. That’s the same time test-.
ing will begin on soil and
homes in the Spelter area. The
lafter-is part of about $34 mil-
lion in property cleanup that’s "
also part of the settlement.

The medical monitoring
will be funded periodically as
the court deems necessary,
with the final amount unknown

" until the program concludes.




Soil sampling

Staff photo’ by Matt Harvey

Kyle Ba:cker—McKee, 23 of Morgantown mixes a soil sample Tuesday as part
of the DuPont Spelter smelter property cleanup. Baicker-McKee works for
Core Environmental Services Inc. of Morgantown.

Medlcai monltormg also under way
as part of DuPont suit settlement

by Matt Harvey -

: ASSISIANTAMNAGING EDIT OR

SPELTER. — Amid foggy condi-

 tions Tuesday morning, Kyle Baick-

er-McKee ran his gloved hands -
through dirt from the back yard of

+ Spelter resident Lenora Perrine. . .
: It marked'a milestone: the begin- -
" ning of the property cleanup portlonﬁ_

of the Spelter  smelter lawsuit
against DuPont. that S been years n -

the making.

Both soil” samphng and medlcal'

monitoring, ‘the other ‘concession
DuPont made: m the settlement

‘began Tuesday.

Claims Admuustrator Ed Gentle

" said the medical monitoring was
conducted at a Shinnston clinic, with.
negotiations under-way to find two or.

__three other local prov1ciers

Medlcal momtormg for former

" residents who now live in about 25

other ‘states. will be conducted by a

.. national company that has-worked in
-other similar cases, Gentle said. .
The sigri-up for medical monitor- -
; mg is over, and technically, if’s done .
. for property cleanup, too. But Gentle -
- said the claims office, located at the
Spelter fire hall, would continue to

take apphcations for property reme-

-(Hation. .

Balcker—MoKee is a fleld techm

clan for Core FEnvironmental Ser- -

vices Inc. of Morgantown He said he

. was sifting five samples into one that
 .then would be sent to-a laboratory

Thomas. Rebar, senior project
manager for Core, said the samples

' go toa lab in Greensburg, Pa.
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1t takes about 10 days fo get
the results back, and they’re
then forwarded to the setile-
ment team, Rebar said.

Core has done dozens of

‘similar projects around the

state, often working with the

' West Virginia Department of

Environmental Protection,

Rebar said.

~John Parretta of JPEC
LLC, another Morgantown
' f1rm was sampling dust inside

Spelter homes at the same
time.

The experts are lookmg for -

traces of foxic chemicals that
were known to be released

. from the former zinc smelter.

_ The settlement team hopes
to clean contaminated proper-
ties in the three closest zones
to the old smelter, Gentle said.
Among other places that
could take cleanup operations
halfway inio Shmnston and out

the original
.against DuPont.-

toward Lumberport, according
to Mike Jacks, executive direc-
tor of the claims office.

Soit sampling likely won’t
be done until late winter or

early spring, according to
Rebar and Gentle. After that,
it will be time {o find a compa-
ny or companies to do the
reclamation work both inside
and outside homes.

- All but four residents of the
area closest fo the plant have
signed up, Gentle said. He
added that the settlement
team will probably ask these
four if they want to partici-
pate. _

The high participation
“speaks a lol about the com-
munity spirit and- people’s
willingness to work tocether

‘Gentle said.

Perrine is signed up for
medical monitoring as well as
property cleanup. She will go
for her checkup this week.

“I m  happy it’s almost
over,” said Perrine, who was -

eomplamant o




God hless’ Amejrica

w re51dent ‘Lenora: Perrme 79- :
-/ ¢an see the sife’ of the old zinic i fig
“.- smelting plant from her kitchen = =
- window. She’s lived in “Zone 17. ‘off:site-in-are
- ~thé area closest io the former.‘_- .:where Perrin
S plantr— since she was age 10.- “are i

Perrme has ¢ seen qmte a pro—'

o gressmn

S PELTER
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‘-mg to Nelson, +

© - The'time to quahfy for the

|- medical- monitoring - program
| was March August 2011 Gentle b
| said. - ’
- The SO-year testmg perlod

— for current and past’ resi-

"_'dents of the Spelter area
|- began in November, accordmg'; _

“to Gentle

is mapped in tIru'ee
zones under the settlement.

rme lives, mciudes those who
live: cIosest 1o the former

Among the ‘boncers afe. . ~ plant; it “includes ‘those. who

:'kldney problems - and- lung, .
- skin and colon cancer; accord-:_

lived there one year durmg the -
‘span-from’ 1966 to the end of',

August 2011,

years. .

le.

tests, accordmg_t
N Nelson : '
The first 7one; where Pep-" -

_ Zone 3is for those in the
'-.area still farther from the for-
mer zine plant who lived there =
five years,. accordmg to. Gen—- N

Testing varles by age; and'
: mciudes bloed urme and stooi E

= CT scans “are also inchudin

1n {the testing; bt doctors need -
—a $pecific: fmdmg ﬁrst accord
Z_-mg to Gentle. N
-~ UHC is one prowder of diag-. -
'nostlc testlng like: CT: seans,
- but “we just do:the testmg,”-
- Zone 2 is for those farther:'--.
-away who llved there three.,, ;

After. running. - - tests, -
providers.. review.. results A
‘patient: hlstory and symptoms

accerdmg to Nelson, A phym—

-cal 'is. also - performed, and
prowders determme if- further K

11nked to: the zine pla;
Carter said. UHC.doesn’t make. - .
- final decisions on whether {ind- .
.. ings are: related to the zin¢'-
plant, according to’ Carter

.od and Nelson said,
_:hasn’t surprised: us - that.

- “really haven’t uncovered any
-thmg yer.

monitoring:: since testmg began _

there

- But it’s.a long tes

‘There ‘have bee probabl

. fewer than 10. ‘people at UHC .-
~for. dlagnostlc testing, accord- -
-ing " to Carter, who-estimates:
-the hospltal began the tests for__-

“ eally

factory discharge,.

G waztmg .on an: appmntﬁ;eﬁt"-—-::-_'s '
Y -_:lvlmh a kzdne ' doctor m-Buck-.f R
e T

outh played on'the sife; rldmg_ﬁ':'._ '
bikes.by -the big hill of b -

R want it checke out to-" .
make sure,” she said : S




