: ,_:_.by Vlckl Smith .
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
MORGANTOWN

-zine ‘smelter -has:in
soitheir: fiskof 111ness are.cu

|- rently ‘enrolled. in- a:medical’
. monitoring’ program set to-

begm Nov, 1,
- The 30-year program con-

“sisting largely of blood and -
- urine: tests,"may- help. people

-+ rustproofing - products paint
- pigments and battery , anodes.

; _-_B 1971; -2 toic. waste “pile: " 1

- stood 100 feet tall and covered - -

o DuPont says some 3, 500 West o

‘Virginians who’ believe Jong-" .

term -exposure to-a 'iformer--

| “who lived near -the -Spelter -

" smelter in Harrison County to
“detect - _ar_ld treat dlsease.i‘

' I early

1 - -Some 6, 700 people submrt- _
o ,ted claim forms and some of -
| those'have yet to bé reviewed :
by thel claims, administrator,
- spokesman Dan
‘Turner said Monday. Others._"

~DuPont"

have opted out,

nearly half of the 112 acres; .

The . plant -closed 'in 2001,
and ‘DuPont . worked w1th
state regulators to- demollsh'

ildings and cap: the si

were " entitled to':a: 40-year

“vate ‘properties. But. those

People ‘were- pa1d $400 o :

g ‘complete the form :and help
- ‘create- a data base for the :

_ program.

E “Apparently,” Turner ‘said,”

“many people are subm1tt1ng .
| :the forms but declmmg the
- medical monltormg P
. The smelter in North Cén- -
- fral ‘West ‘Virginia: produced
more than 4 billion pounds of .~

-‘slab zine and 400. million
pounds of zine dust for use in

appeal and offered a $70 mil-

-lion settlement that included -
64 rnitlion o be set-aside for .

cash payments to people who

-are eligible for- medlcal mon— Ex
Jitoring. -

The. cost for the 30~yearr
medical monttorlng program -
o laboratory - to make sure all. -
participants have. convement 1.

is - unclear; - “Turner - said,

-because it depends on i;h_e_'-'_
-~ final number- of participants,

the amount prov1ders charge
~for the tests and other fac—
'tOI'S : 1.
“DuPont is: snnply COm=;
‘mitted to ‘paying the - bill for
‘the testmg as agreed upon,”

‘But four years'ago, a jury-
“ruled ‘DuPont ‘was' negligent -
- in créating the waste pile and :
_ that'it had deliberately lied to
its rieighbors and downplayed -
-possible health- threats, - The
~jary awarded: $38{l‘
“‘punitive” damages
-amount - the. state Supreme
*Court. ]ater cut to $196 m11~'-;
lion. -
The hlgh coart aff1rmed
that thousands “of -residents
- some * diseases,
‘medical monitoring program -
and a cleanup -fund-for pri- -

he wrote in an émail, “so long "

“‘as the testing is related to the -
~alleged héavy metal exposure "

and: does not. expand to: full-

“service health’ screening ‘for -
'diséases -caused by smokmg
- and other. factors o

"The testing is set to’ begm e

~Nov. 1 and-will be repeated 1
illio _mi“-a};every two years,

an Fi

“Blood 4nd urine tests can
help .determine - whether a

‘person has any.- detectable
~Jevel of the relevant heavy .
~metals. The :program -will "

last for 30 years  because -
~including -
skin, liver; bladder .and lung -

carcers, can take decades to .-
' mamfest
“verdiets were later wiped ot -
‘when DuPont . dropped . its

‘Turner sald that rf a doctor

‘needs to'do a CT scan torule -
- a-suspected disease in or out, -

DuPont; will pay for:that, too. -

CT scans, -however, are not a |
“routine part of the’ program..” | -
~./The claims adm1mstrator e
is working with 11 health care | -
providers. — six physician . |

clinics, four: hospitals and one

access to care .
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