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First town meetings held in wake of DuPont lay

Area residents attend sessions i

by Matt Harvey o
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR
CLARKSBURG -- Resi-

dents learned more Monday
about cleanup of land and
homes near the old Spelter
smelter as part of a class-
action settlement.

The first three of 18 town
meeting sessions were held at
the Perrine DuPont settlement
office in Spelter. Sessions from
9 a.m. to noon, 2-5 p.m. and 68
p.m. were to continue today
through Saturday at the office,
located at the fire hall.

Mare Glass, remediation/fech-

nical consultant for the settle-
ment, said they're hoping to begin

work on soil [TEEEEEEE
cleanup i h v
Spelter  as
soon as April.
Homes in that *
zone closest to
the old |
DuPont zine [V
smelter then |
would  be [ % :
cleaned up,

with  work Glass
branching out to homes in other
zones after that.

Ed Gentle, settlement claims
administrator, noted Harrison
Circuit Judge Thomas A.
Bedell's order establishing the

property cleanup program has-
't finalized - whether soil

b

n Spelter to

7 cleanup will

be mandato-

'Claims
office - offi-
cials are hop-
| ing residents
SR with the 250
S specific prop-
E‘ erlﬁiles will be
— willin to
Gentle partic?pate in
soil cleanup, but there’s still the
potential it could become
mandatory, Gentle indicated.

The conservative approach is
to make sure that soil gets
cleaned up first so it doesn’t
blow around the area and spoil
areas once they're cleaned up,

learn more about cleanup as

Gl%qﬁesaid' th I of
court, with a poo
about $34 lmihion set asi%efz tf}c:r
property cleanup as part e
setggnent with DuPont, has
authorized $5,000 - “inconven-
ience” payments for the soil-
cleanup properties, Gentle said.

who get their homes
cleaned up will receive $500 in
“inconvenience”  payments,
Gentle said.

As of early Monday after-
noon, about 70 people had filled
out paperwork to sign up for
R;l(;rerty cleanup, said Christy

lins, executive assistant for
the claims office,

There are about 2,500 prop-
erties that are eligible for

part
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Gentle saxd,
e g‘:ose \lyleldo
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i r o m
{ throughout
the area,
| according to
B Klgthtlz{rxge
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Harbison son, a senior
associate with the Alabama
law firm where Gentle is a
partner.

Requests for proposals are
being drawn up now and hope-
fully will go out to contracting
companies in the next few
weeks, Glass said. The claims
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